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ithout faniare, Phl gettng richer §

And its economy is unusually well-defended against American politics

t cotabato airport trav-
Aellers must join a long
sweaty queue to pay a tax
of ten pesos (less than $0.20).
Having handed over their

cash—cards are not accept-
ed—they must wait while

three  unhurried  officials
produce a paper receipt and
stamp it. If they could avoid
this hassle by having the tax
added to their ticket, most
would be delighted, even if

the tax were ten times larger.

Yet this simple reform has not
happened, perhaps because
it would cost those three un-
hurried officials their jobs.
Visitors to the Philippines
have ample time to imagine
ways to make its transport

system less frustrating. When
not queuing in rickety air-
ports, they are often stuck
in traffic. A typical commute
from an outlying suburb to
the centre of Manila, the cap-
ital, takes two hours, includ-

ing nearly 30 minutes waiting
for a bus to show up.

Yet things are improv-
ing. Roads are being paved,
bridges built. In February the
government picked a private
RICHER P15
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PINOY FIESTA & TRADE
SHOW SA TORONTO 2024
EXCEEDED EXPECTATIONS!

Pinoy “;
E E ?{ A
& Wﬁﬂ

TORONTO, CANADA
— June 8th, 2024 — The
14th annual Pinoy Fiesta
& Trade Show sa Toronto
was a resounding success!
The rich heritage and tra-
ditions of Filipino culture
and community spirit
took over Albert Camp-
bell Square last June 8th,

2024. The annual event
attracted approximately
8,000+ attendees from
as far as Kawartha Lakes,
Northumberland, Burl-
ington and Hamilton.

“This year’s fiesta was a
true celebration of Filipi-
no culture and bayanihan
spirit,” said Rosemer En-
verga, PCCF President.
“We are thrilled to see
the turnout as people
gathered to enjoy the en-
tertainment and to sup-
PINOY FIESTA page 10

MANILA, Phl — President
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos
Jr. has approved the plan to buy
more multi-role fighter jets, ac-
cording to Armed Forces of the

Philippines (AFP) chief Romeo
Brawner Jr.

Brawner, however, said there
are no details yet on which kind

of fighter jets will be added to

MARCOS APPROVED MORE FIGHTER JETS

The number of these assets are still not enough.

the AFP’s fleet.

“Definitely, the President has
already approved that intention
to buy multi-role fighter jets.
FIGHTER page 15

HOLLYWOOD STAR POWER

Leonardo DiCaprio
Masungi protection

MANILA, Phl — Hol-
lywood actor Leonardo
DiCaprio has expressed
support for the Masun-

joins call for

gi Geopark Project as
he asked President Mar-
cos to intervene in the

STUDENTS page 21
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Heart Evangelista’s social media
account reporled for alleged dar-
ing posts; actress claims sabolage

Actress Heart Evangelista claimed
an unknown person could be sabo-
taging her.

In her Instagram Live video last
June 29, the Kapuso star expressed
disappointment as her Instagram
account was allegedly reported for
allegedly posting daring pictures.

Heart denied that she has been
posting obscene content. She said
that while she posts sexy photos,
she makes sure not to show it all.

Heart came from the recently
concluded Paris Fashion Week, for
which she was seen on Instagram
modeling for the likes of Dior and
Giambattista Valli.

According to her, every time she
attends fashion weeks abroad, she
receives anonymous reports, mak-
ing her suspect that someone is
trying fo sabotage her.

“Sad, but ganu'n talaga,” she
said in the video, as quoted and
seen by Pilipino Star Ngayon's Gor-
gy Rula.

“I don't know what it is, but every
fashion week is always like that. It's
not anything new.”

She said she did not see any point
at anyone frying fo ruin her because
she barely earns from her fashion
week efforts and she attends these
mostly out of her love and passion
for fashion.

“So in short, hindi ko po ito kabu-
hayan showcase kasi, isang ubo ko
lang ‘yung last na ‘yung kinikita ko
rito. So, isa-shopping na lang natin
‘yan. Nang dahil diyan sa pag-re-
port n'yo sa account ko, nasa-sad
lang ako ng konti. Pero thank you
pa rin sa inyo kasi na-justify ko
‘yung pag-shopping ko today,” she
said in the video.

“I've been through this many
times. After 26 years in the busi-
ness, | know how it works. But good-
ness will always prevail.”

She, however, asked her fans to
stop pointing fingers at anyone and
to not troll other people whom they
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Anna Eusebio represents UMAC at the Soul Brothers
concert. of UMAC Forwarders Express sponsors The Soul
Brothers concert of Kris lawrence and Jay R.

think are behind the alleged reporting.

“We're not here for that. We're here fo enjoy... | don't know who
exactly we're fighting with, because honestly, I'm not competing
with anyone. I'm just minding my own business.

“So, to my fans, no fighting. | don’t want that. Let them fight
with us. Let them do this to us, and at the end of our lives, you will
see where life will come (for) all of us, and it's going to be in a
good place.

“You will see. It's just happened many times. Not that anyone is
perfect or anything. I'm not perfect myself, but I could be able in a
certain way like that.

“I'haven't tried fo ruin other people just because they want what
you to have. But it's okay. Just do what you do, and to my fans
please please. Do not engage, do not fight. This is not us. It's not
who | am. So, huwag, huwag, huwag!”

1. Bicol President Francis Earl Dacara, Action Honda’s Rafael Nebres and wife
Sylvia, Francia Dacara are supporting the Devotees of Our Lady of Pefiafran-
cia Dinner and Dance, a fund raising community gathering of Bicolanos and
friends in Ontario for the upcoming Penafrancia Festival in September 2024;
2. Rafael Nebres and Earl Dacara pose with the statue of Pefiafrancia.
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Actor John Lloyd Cruz thanked girlfriend
Isabel Santos for coming into his life.

In her Instagram account, Isabel greet-
ed John Lloyd for his birthday as she post-
ed photos of them in different places.

“Mabhal kita beh,” Isabel captioned the
post.

John Lloyd commented on Isabel’s post,
thanking her for coming into his life.

A post shared by Isabel Santos (@isabel-
reyesantos)

“And thank you beh for coming into
my life. Your love makes life a little less
ordinary and carries me to a place where
silence allows me to transform the great-

M confidential 3

John Lloyd Cruz thanks Isabel Santos for coming to his life

ness of astonishing pain and intolerable

Santos (@isabelreyesantos)

loss into an opportunity
to be the person I want

John

In another post, Isabel posted photos of
John Lloyd, greeting him on his birthday.

“Happy birthday behbeh. Wala ka
nanamang battery. Tawagan mo ako pag-
meron na,” she wrote.

John Lloyd confirmed his relationship
with Isabel in October last year.

“Napadpad ako sa pag-e-explore ng art,
so gallery nila ‘yung una kong napasok.
Matagal na kami magkakilala, we were

my son to see,’
Lloyd commented.
“Thank you for being
there beh. Thank you for
your love. Please don’t
ever stop cooking for me.
It's the only way I truly
feel special,” he added.

Isabel then replied talking before but hindi nag-evolve into
with “grabe namannn something ideal for us at that time,” he
parang birthday ko.” said.

A post shared by Isabel ~ “Mula noon, present na rin siya sa bu-

hay ko,” he added.

(indy Miranda: Give direk Xian Lim’s
film *Kuman Thong’ a chance

The Viva Films and Studio
Viva's latest offering ‘Ku-
man Thong’ is directed by
Xian Lim. He co-wrote the
script with Iris Lee who is
also the producer of the
film. The qctor—director:;
recently confirmed that

they’re dating. i

indy Miranda, the
lead star in Xian
Lim’s horror flick
Thong,”
has appealed to mov-
iegoers to separate the ac-
tor-turned-director’s work from his
personal life.

Xian directed and co-wrote |
the script with Iris Lee, also the &
producer of the film. The for- £
mer also recently confirmed £ ¥
that they’re dating.

The director was absent
during the pocket presscon
of “Kuman Thong.” Cin-
dy was, nevertheless, asked
how direk Xian was doing
during filming amid issues in his personal
life.

“I don’t really know about the issues be-
cause I'm not fond of social media but I've
heard some things,” began Cindy. “I have
friends telling me about it but for me, it’s
my first time to work with direk Xian and
napaka-cool po ng vibe, napaka-bagets.”

Xian, 34, is only a year older to Cindy.
“He told us bagets tayo lahat dito. So don’t
be shy with whatever it is that you like (or
want to do). I think he wasn’t not affected
(by issues) kasi napakagaan.”

Cindy furthered that she didn’t experi-
ence Xian having a temper or shouting at
them during the filming.

“I'm not defending Xian. I dont know
whatever issues are against him, I just wan-
na be honest, I don’t want people to say
that I'm defending him, todo tanggol, no,
no, no.

“Even my co-actors (the kids) would say
that they never saw him getting angry or
shouting (at us). He really respected us. He
calls me Miss Cindy when he could just call
me Cindy. He would also offer me a chair
if he saw me standing or hindi pa nag-start

(taping).”

“Kuman

Cindy attested how caring and collabo-
| rative Xian is as a director. He let Cindy
“\do her own thing in terms of acting. And
because of that, the actress is thankful
because of the trust that Xian had given
her.
She hailed Xian for being a good

director and appealed to the public
to give chance to the movie as well as
to Xian as a director.
~ “T hope that the people will sepa-
rate the issues from him being a di-
rector because we made the movie
wala sa isip naming tong lahat ng
issues na ‘to. Those issues are not
part of this movie and sana po
‘wag po nilang idamay.

“For me, Xian is a good direc-
tor. (He’s all about) work, work. So iha-

walay po nila. I hope they will give this
~ movie a chance and Xian as a director
.'5" aside from whatever na mga issues,”

sl reiterated Cindy.

~ . Shealso witnessed how inspired

'I:.. ) Xian was on set. “As I've said na-
v , pakagaan ng set even though it’s

shorror, very dramatic. It’s like
we’re not domg a horror ﬁlm be-

bigat (heavy) from our director, ibang-
iba. Bagets na bagets.
“You've seen his photos, his OOTD

(outfit of the day) at naka-getup pa

talaga siya kahit sobrang init. Ganun siya ka-in-
spired.”

“And I think nakabuti po sa kanya na hindi ko
alam kung in love ba siya or what in doing this film.
He said to us
earlier, before
we shot the

“” For me, film, dugot
Xian is a good | rvis  daw

. ” yung binigay
director. nila dico in
writing the

story.  Kaya

talagang naniniwala din po ako sa storya ng ‘Kuman

Thong.”
“Kuman Thong” is Xians first full-length hor-
ror film as a director. His directorial debut was the

Cinemalaya Film Festival 2019 entry “Tabon.” He
helmed the comedy film “Hello, Universe!” last year
with Janno Gibbs and Benjie Paras as actors.

The 11-year-old Althea (“Doll House” and “Instant
Daddy”) mentioned that Xian is a “very hands-on”
filmmaker and was also open for suggestions while
child actor, Emman, described Xian as thoughtful
and kind.

“Kuman Thong” is based on a Thai occult tradi-
tion in which a figurine housing a child’s spirit brings
luck if properly revered and harm if not cared for.
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has not forgotten what transpired in

Carla Abellana, Tom Rodri-
guezs divorce recognlzed by
hilippine court

their relationship.
“No. Medyo ano pa po e, you know, it
just doesn’t leave your head, your heart

even, even the body, naaalala pa rin po.
Carla Abellana said a Philippine court

has recognized her divorce from ex-hus-
band Tom Rodriguez.

The confirmed the
news during her guesting on

“Fast Talk With Boy Abunda.”

“We are divorced. Recognized

Lalo na kasi it wasn’t so long ago,” she
said.

Her anger, however, is “100%
gone.”

“Ang hirap po ng may bitbit na

actress

galit because life is so short. ‘Pag
you hold on to anger, it would just
na po ‘yan ng korte, ng local ruin you. It will manifest sa iyong
court natin dito,” she said.

Carla and Tom married in Octo-
ber 2021. In less than a year
after their marriage, the
two separated.

Tom, who is an
American citizen,
said in June
2022 that
their divorce

health. Dala-dala n’yo po ‘yan e,” she
said.
= Carla said that she and

Tom no longer com-

h

municate with each
other.

The actress earlier
" this month after the
press conference of

her upcoming show
decree

was “Widows War” that

final. R she is “ready” to

Carla said " face Tom if ever

that she has their paths cross in
“definitely”  for- GMA.

given Tom, but she



Bea Alonzo’s camp issues stalement aiter ex-driver filed labor

Joshua Garcia, Julia Barretto use re-
al-life former terms of endearment in

complaints

The camp of Kapuso actress Bea Alonzo is-
sued a statement after her former driver
Efren Torres Delos Reyes filed a labor
case against her.

Veteran showbiz columnist Cristy
Fermin recently read Delos Reyes’
complaints in her radio program.
The complaints include illegal dis- 3
missal, maltreatment, harassment
and lack of separation pay.

“Nagkaso po si Efren Torres delos
Reyes, Jr sa NLRC Department of
Labor and Employment. Bibigyan
po sila ng pagkakataong magkau-
sap at magkita sa gitna dahil napakarami po ng
reklamong isinumite nitong si Efren Torres,”
Cristy said.

In a statement, Alonzo’s legal counsel Joey
Garcia claimed that the case filed against Bea is
malicious.

“The timing of Mr. Delos Reyes’ filing of the
labor case is highly suspect. Since he was made
a witness to one of the respondents among the
criminal cases we filed, not to mention him be-

\

ing a lover as admitted, then the intent be-
hind said filing and the timeliness of such
filing are too obvious not to be noticed,”
Garcia said.
“His acknowledgment of being in-
volved as a lover clearly magnifies his
bias and undermines his credibility
which yet again puts into question or
doubt the true intent behind his and
her lover-respondent’s legal maneu-

'\ vers.”

Reyes also said that Delos Reyes
only worked for Alonzo’s family
for only three months and was not
even her personal driver.

“For the record, Mr. Delos Reyes only served
as a service driver for the family and only for a
short period of three months. He was not even
assigned as Bea’s personal driver for her profes-
sional engagements. Thus, his claims seem far-
fetched, unreasonable, if not unrealistic,” he said.

“It's nothing but a pure harassment case, a
desperate attempt to sponge off, an obvious act
capitalizing on the criminal case,” he concluded.

Mo i * e
mw“lfuqul. Bianca Umali, Ruru Madrid

elebrity couple Bianca Umali and Ruru Madrid
admitted that they are not open fo the idea of “liv-
ing under the same roof” before marriage, as they Y
asserted that they obey the precepts of their church,
the lglesia ni Cristo (INC).

On “Fast Talk with Boy Abunda,” the couple said 4
they respect the rules of their religion, which is why |§
living together before marriage is not in their plans.

“Pero sa ngayon, especially [since] we are in our re-
ligion as well, it's not tolerated to live [under] one roof,
nang hindi kayo kasal. And we honor that,” said Umali.

The Kapuso actress underscored that she is also “reserv-
ing” herself for the right person at the right time.

“Alam ko na (I know that) | am reserving myself for that 8
person who | know will love me forever. Alam kong si Ruru i
‘yon (I know that is Ruru). Alam kong dadating kami roon (I
know that we are going to get there someday),” expressed
Umali.

Six years into the relationship, the couple shared that they
experienced many challenges that tested the strength of their
togetherness.

“It has been one heck of a ride, honestly. There's no specific

word that could really describe it, but it's a journey that we
are actually surprised that we have
been surviving and that we are still en-
joying it together,” said Umali.
As for Madrid, he believes that the
challenges in their relationship that
they encountered in the past had o
purpose, and that is to make their
relationship stronger, which is what
* has become now.
% "“Noong una ang daming pinag-
m daanan na mga pagsubok. Ngayon ka-
- hit ano po ang mga nangyayari sa amin,
doon mari-realize na lahat may dahilan
kung bakit kailangan nating pagdaanan
ang mga unos na ‘yon kasi ito pala ang
kapalit noon, kung ano ‘yung mga tinata-
| masa namin ngayon,” expressed the actor.
(At first we encountered many trials.
Now, no matter what is happening to us, we realize why we had

to go through those storms in exchange for what we are enjoying

now.)

Angeline Quinto reveals she has gestational diabetes

In a vlog posted on July 5, singer and actress Angeline Quin-
to shared with her followers that she has been diagnosed
with gestational diabetes.

Angeline, who is currently in her third trimester,
opened up about the diagnosis and its implications for
her lifestyle and health.

Angeline shared a conversation she had with her 4
0B-GYN where the results of her recent lab tests
were explained. B {

“Nakakalungkot kasi nga meron daw 4 ’i
akong gestational diabetes,” she said, ;
expressing her surprise and concern. She
noted that she did not have this condition
during her previous pregnancy with her
son, Sylvio.

Reflecting on the potential causes, Ange- |
line admitted, “Siguro daw sa lifestyle, lalo
sa pagkain ko.”

She highlighted the challenges of managing her
diet amidst her busy schedule, which includes frequent
out-of-town work trips.

Angeline emphasized the importance of changing her
lifestyle for the health of her baby. “Parang kailangan
ko na talaga magbago ng lifestyle... Para kay baby talaga,” she
stated, acknowledging the need to cut down on certain foods, par-
ticularly rice, and adopt a more disciplined diet.

To manage her condition, Angeline has enlisted the help of
a nutritionist and has begun monitoring her glucose levels reg-
ularly. In the vlog, she showed a continuous glucose monitoring

» (CGM) device attached to her arm, explaining its purpose.
“Kinabitan rin nila ako ng ganito... para namomonitor
natin lagi agad-agad yung sugar natin.”

Angeline shared her current glucose reading,
expressing relief that it was within the safe range.
. “Ayan tignan niyo, 78 ngayon. Pero mas okay na
yan kaysa mataas kasi ang pinaka goal natin ay
95," she said, stressing the importance of main-
_ taining healthy sugar levels for both her and
" her baby.

Angeline also described how she is now

closely monitoring her meals, avoiding

sweets, white rice, soft drinks, and other

high-sugar foods. Despite her cravings,

she is determined to prioritize her and

_ her baby's health. She expressed grati-

" tude for the support of her hushand, Non-

rev Daquina, who has been encouraging her to
make healthier food choices.

Towards the end of her vlog, Angeline
checked her blood sugar and was pleased with
the result. “94! Yan, tamang tama kasi ang

goal natin ay 95. Uy thank you Lord, kampante
akong makaka-sleep tonight,” she said, feeling reassured that her
dietary changes were effective.

Angeline and Nonrev, who have been together since 2020, tied
the knot on April 25, 2024, in an intimate ceremony at Quiapo
Church in Manila. The couple welcomed their first child, Sylvio,
in April 2022.

reunion movie

Star Cinema released a new
teaser video of the upcom-
ing Joshua Garcia and Julia
Barretto
reunion
movie “Un/

pla  kung
babalikan
ang tamis
at pait ng
alaala?” Star
Cinema captioned the post.

In the video, Joshua and
Julia’s characters are showing
their sweet moments together
before they broke up.

“What if kung magkita uli
tayo? Ano ang maalala mo?
“Yung tamis? ‘Yung pait?”
their characters said.

Also in the trailer, JoshLia,
as their love team was called,
used “Ba” to refer to each oth-
er. Such was their term of en-
dearment when they were still
together in real life.

Last April, Joshua said in
an interview that he never
hesitated to reunite with his
ex-girlfriend.

“Nu'ng nalaman ko ‘yung

project, sabi ko yes agad kasi
ang tagal na rin kasi nu'ng
agwat nu'ng panahon na nag-

work kami before kasi mga
teenager kami,” he said.

“Ngayon, I can say nag-ma-
ture na rin kami, lumaki na
kami, literal. Exciting lang,
nagkanya-kanya kaming jour-
ney, parang ngayon magbab-
alikan kami sa pelikula,” he
added.

For Julia, the movie came at
the right time.

“Over the years, there were
several attempts to coming
together... At some point,
when a good material comes
along and a great team, of
course, being reunited with
Josh is such an exciting idea,”

she said.
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TODAY AT WHITBY’S HIS-
TORIC MOMENT OF PRO-
CLAIMING JUNE AS FILI-
PINO HERITAGE MONTH,
Durham Filipino Fest CAME
WITH THREE MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD IN SUP-
PORT OF Nova Rellosa-De
Leon AND UPAAT.

Look how beautifully they

£

carried that national cos-
tume on this sunny day

at  Whitby’s Celebration
Square, June 24, 2024
with our Philippime flag
overhead dancing with the
wind.

We again congratulate
Nova Rellosa- De Leon with
UPAAT for a job well done!
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Morkhom Filipino- Conadlons Commemorote Jose Rlzal's 163rd Birth Anniversary

(Photo by Sir Joseph Redoblado)

After Leonardo DiCaprio, more celebrities rally for Masungi

(from left to right) Leonardo DiCaprio, Glaiza de Castro, Anne Curtis, and
John Arcilla

Amid the call of Hollywood star Leonardo DiCaprio to protect Masun-
gi Georeserve, Filipino celebrities including Glaiza de Castro, Anne
Curtis, John Arcilla, and TV broadcaster Karen Davila have also ex-
pressed their support for safeguarding the protected area in Rizal
province.

In the comment section of the “Titanic” actor’s post urging Bong-
bong Marcos to intervene and protect the Masungi Georeserve amid

geological threats such as mining, Arcilla, Mufioz, and Davila
echoed the senfiment fo protect the area.

“Thank you so much for this awareness and call [@leon-
ardodicaprio]. Such a noble endeavor; it's a pity that we Fil-
ipinos ourselves are not even aware of this. Thank you. | will
definitely share this,” wrote Arcilla.

Meanwhile, aciress Glaiza de Castro and Miss Universe
Philippines first runner-up Stacey Gabriel recently partici-
= pated in a tree-nurturing activity at the Masungi Georeserve,
describing it as a “project that aims to preserve and profect
rainforests in Rizal.”

On the other hand, Curtis took to X (formerly Twitter) to
voice out her support for Masungi and her desire to visit the area
sometfime soon.

“We must protect [MasungiGeoreserve] [crying emojis]. | have
yet to visit but have been meaning to go!” wrote the aciress-host.

In April, actress Nadine Lustre and P-pop boy group member Jus-
tin De Dios of SB19 first expressed their support for the Masungi
Georeserve.

After DiCaprio’s call for action, the Department of Environment
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and Natural Resources (DENR) released
a statement saying they appreciate the
celebrities reactions but “no one is above
the law."”

“We appreciate the statements of con-
cern for the Philippine environment from
international celebrities who are distin-
guished in their respective fields. Howev-
er, no one is exempt from the law,” they
wrote.

In response, Masungi Georeserve post-
ed their reaction on X (formerly Twitter),

affirming that “Masungi is not a resort”
and is known for “implementing some of
the strictest and most sustainable visitor
protocols and carrying capacities in the
country.”

Masungi is managed by Masungi Geore-
serve Foundation Inc. (MGFI) and funded
by the private firm Blue Star Construction
& Development Corporation. It is currently
facing threats of commercial encroach-
ment and the cancellation of its contract
with the government.
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Neda: PH can still achieve upper-middle income status by 2025

MANILA - The National Economic
and Development Authority remained
optimistic that the Philippines is still
likely to achieve upper-middle income
status by late next year, even after the
World Bank classified the Philippines
as a lower-middle income country.

“It is quite there because the thresh-
old is $4500. You need to have that as
a minimum to get into the club of up-
per-middle income countries,” Socio-
economic Planning Secretary Arsenio
Balisacan said. Balisacan said that this
remains possible, citing that the coun-
try’s gross national income (GNI) per
capita — or the total amount of mon-
ey earned by a country’s people and
businesses— only needs to grow by 6.7

percent this year. “Even with per capita
it is very reachable and achievable,” he
said. In the first quarter, GNI expand-
ed by 9.7 percent, slower than 11.1
percent in the last quarter of 2024.

“The report that was just launched
by the World Bank actually proved
me— I mean, it’s consistent with what
I was sharing with you,” he said. The
World Bank has classified the Philip-
pines as a lower middle-income coun-
try with a GNI per capita of $4,230 in
2023, higher than the $3,950 seen in
the previous year. According to its lat-
est classification, countries with a GNI
per capita between $1,146 and $4,515
are considered lower middle-income
countries.

Moreover, Balisacan said that there is
no need to change the country’s six to
7 percent economic growth target to be
able to achieve the status.

The country grew by 5.7 percent
in the first quarter, outdoing most of
its neighbors in Southeast Asia due to
slower household consumption and
government spending.

The Marcos administration is eyeing
to hit the upper middle-income status
for the Philippines by next year, how-
ever this will be more difficult as the
World Bank increased the upper-mid-
dle income status threshold between
$4,516 and $14,005. This was higher
compared to the $4,466 and $13,845
threshold previously.

Philippines, Japan ink military tie

MANILA, Philippines — The Philippines and Japan are
deepening security and maritime cooperation including
in the cyber domain following the signing of a landmark
Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) yesterday.

The RAA was signed by Japanese Foreign Minister
Yoko Kamikawa and Defense Minister Kihara Minoru with
their Philippine counterparts, Foreign Secretary Enrique
Manalo and Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro.

Witnessing the signing of the RAA at Malacaiiang,
President Marcos said the “very, very important event”
showed the fruit of what they had been “working hard
to achieve.”

“Your presence here increases our confidence and the
importance that the Japanese government puts on these
extremely important agreements that we have,” Marcos
told the Japanese officials after he witnessed the signing
of treaty documents between Teodoro and Kamikawa.

The defense agreement, the first made by Japan with
a Southeast Asian country, will take effect after ratifica-
tion by the two countries’ legislatures. Tokyo forged sim-
ilar agreements with Australia in 2022 and with Britain
in 2023.

Dennis Trillo will not say insensitive comments vs ABS-CBN — manager

Kapuso actor Dennis Trillo’s manager
Becky Aguila said that the actor will
not say anything disrespectful against
ABS-CBN.

In a statement sent to the media,
Becky said that Dennis will not say in-
sensitive comments against his home
network, ABS-CBN, nor against his
colleagues there.

“As for Dennis’ alleged comments
on TikTok, it was not him. Dennis is a
very humble and respectful and known
to be a man of few words,” Becky said.

“He is not the type who would re-
lease comments that are insensitive to
others most specially to his former col-
leagues in ABS-CBN where he was first
launched via Star Circle. His account

"‘
was hacked yesterday as what our offi-
cial statement said,” she added.

She also asked the public to stop

spreading malicious accusations online.

“Hope these clears everything. We
appeal to the public to stop spreading
hate and false accusations online,” she
said.

Meanwhile, Becky also denied ru-
mors that Dennis’ wife, Jennylyn Mer-
cado, will transfer to ABS-CBN.

“I just want to clarify to those who
keep on insinuating re the issue of net-
work transfer that Jennylyn is a loyal
artist of GMA and will always remain
loyal for as long as her mother network
wants her to stay,” she said.

“She was absent from the station ID
simply because she was unavailable that
day. Rest assured GMA extended an
invitation to her, which we very much

appreciate,” she added.

Catriona Gray opens up on Scoliosis diagnosis at 12

Miss Universe 2018 Catriona Gray
revealed that she was diagnosed with
Scoliosis at the early age of 12.

“My body and I have gone through a
lot together. Admittedly there have been
many times, as 've studied myself in the
mirror, seen pictures of myself, or when I
try on a piece of clothing that just doesn’t
sit right - where the unnatural tilt of my
ribs, or hunch of my shoulder has made
me feel insecure,” she captioned the post.

“My condition, mos tespecially during
my stint in international pageantry put
me on the receiving end of countless
body shaming comments because of the
‘unflattering’ angles my body creates,”
she added.

Catriona said that she has Scoliosis

difference. When in a relaxed
position, the curvature in one’s

just like three million other
Filipinos in the country.

The beauty queen said early
detection is important.

“I was diagnosed at the age
of 12 - and unfortunately since S
I had already experienced my @
growth spurt - it was too late
to pursue a brace,” she said.

back shows that the stripes
in the shirt are not straight
when you look at the mirror.

“Scoliosis doesnt have
to be a limiting condition.
If diagnosed early, great
progress can be made in
limiting the progression
of the angle of the curve and also
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“That's why early diagnosis is so
important. Hence why I'm partnering
up with Scoliosis Philippines this
International Scoliosis Day, to help
spread awareness for early diagnosis -
especially in kids,” she added.

To check if a person has Scoliosis,
Catriona said that a person just needs
to wear a fitted stripe shirt to see the
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the pain experienced throughout
one’s life. Because unfortunately,
scoliosis is incurable and a lifetime
condition,” she said.

“And I just wanna say - to
whoever is reading this - may you
have Scoliosis or just a unique
body (as I believe everyone has),
you are not limited to just a body
shape or ideal. The greatest service
your body serves is not to please
whatever body ideal is popular or
praised by society but to house the
beautiful soul - that is you!!” she
added.

Catriona hopes that her story
can inspire others.

“That  despite chronic pain,
different  shapes and
proportions and angles - that
YOU are capable of whatever
dream arises in your heart! We're
#BentButNotBroken,” she said.

sizes,

(ristine Reyes, Marco Gumabao de-
clare their Christian faith by under-
ooing water baptism

(ristine Reyes and Marco Gumabao took to their respec-
tive social media pages to share a new faith milestone.

Last
June 23,
the celeb-
rity couple
shared how
they under-
went water
baptism
at  Favor
Church, «
Christian
group in
Manila,
declaring
their Chris-
tian faith to
Jesus.

“Today
marks
another
milestone
in my life,
| publicly
declared
my faith
in  Jesus
through the
sacrament of baptism. A sacred moment of rebirth and
renewal in Christ, immersed in faith and surrounded by
love,” Marco wrote in his post.

The actor also gave a message to Cristine, saying
“this is a new step in our Christian life together.”

“I wouldn't want to have this with anyone else. | love
you,” he added

For her part, Cristine shared her reflections about her
baptism and hearing the Word of God.

“Upon my initial entrance, | was met with a gracious
reception and an atmosphere
filled with worship, awesome
sermon, and  fellowship.
Gradually, these elements
have begun to dismantle the
emofional barriers | had con-
structed over the years due to
the hardships and grievances
of my past. It is evident to
me that | have discovered a
sanctuary within this Christian
community,” she wrofe.

Apart from Marco and Cris-
tine, Miss Universe 2018 Catriona Gray, actor Dominic
Roque, and singer Zephanie Dimaranan also received
the sacrament of baptism, declaring their Christian faith.

Marco has starred in a number of Viva Films offerings
in the past. In recent times, he had roles in movies Mar-
tyr or Murderer and Baby Boy, Baby Girl.

(ristine, on the other hand, recently starred in the
2023 Metro Manila Film Festival entry Penduko along-
side Matteo Guidicelli.




By Tony A. San Juan, OCT.

In a proud and proper celebration
of its 36th founding anniversary, the
Philippine Artists Group(PAG) held
a commemorative event on June 22,
2024, with its annual art exhibition.
The milestone gathering was held at
the Neilson Park Creative Centre in
Etobicoke, Toronto with more than 2
dozen PAG members and 75 Filipino and
Non-Filipino art lovers in attendance.
With the theme “Buklod Sining”
(Bonding in Art), the Filipino Canadian
visual artists presented their collection of
“obras” to guests, fans, and enthusiasts.
Officiated by PAG President Antonio
“Jun” Afable and Vice-President Michelle

the afternoon

Ramos,

Chermaine
program included the symbolic tying

of multicolour strings to hanging
tree branches In the centre of the hall
reliving and reflecting the foundation
and bonding of the creative artists in the
Canadian landscape.

Among the artists who joined and
exhibited their artworks were Rolly
Abarilla,  Antonio  Afable, Teody
Asuncion, Joyce Bondoc, Frank A. Cruzet,
Christienne Cuevas, Earl Francis Dacara,
Jhun Ciolo Diamante, Peter “P]” Duarte,
Alex Gonzales, Gene Lopos, Romi C.

MananQuil, Noemi Manguerra, Richelle
Marquez, Omel Masalunga, Mogi
Mogado, Rose Nagallo, Nerissa Pineda,
Toots Quiachon, Mechille Chermaine
Ramos, Frank Tonido, Nelia Tonido, and
Tenzin Younten Tsering.

The annual art exhibition was also
the 126th
anniversary of “Araw Ng Kalayaan ng
Filipinas”  (Philippine Independence
Day) and “Filipino Heritage Month”
in Canada. Maestro Romi MananQuil,
PAG’s Founding First President, was
notably present among other dignitaries,
notable personalities, and community
leaders. A fulfilling “cheese and cookies”
refreshment was served to everyone’s

delight. (By Tony A. San Juan, OCT.)

in commemoration of

Kim Chiu, mabuting sister kaya inuulan ng blessings

Malaking bagay ang Linlang at What's
Wrong With Secretary Kim sa career ni Kim
Chiu. Bukod sa she's proven her versatility,
naging very visible siya at relevant.

Kaya naman kung hindi bagong endorse-
ment, patuloy siyang nire-renew ng mga
dati na niyang ine-endorse.

Malaking bagay ang Linlang at What's
Wrong With Secretary Kim sa career ni Kim
Chiv. Bukod sa she's proven her versatility,
naging very visible siya at relevant. Kaya
naman kung hindi bagong endorsement,

patuloy siyang nire-renew ng mga dafi na
niyang ine-endorse.

Malaking bagay ang Linlang at What's
Wrong With Secretary Kim sa career ni Kim
Chiu. Bukod sa she’s proven her versatility,
naging very visible siya at relevant.

Kaya naman kung hindi bagong endorse-
ment, patuloy siyang nire-renew ng mga
dafi na niyang ine-endorse kabilang ang
Sisters Napkins and Pantyliners ng Megas-
oft Hygienic Producis Inc.

“Kim kasi has the values that Sisters

celebrate. She’s very hard working—as seen
from her projects. But af the same time, we
see her fun side,” saad ni Ms. Aileen Choi
Go, Vice President ng Megasoft.

In real life, hindi rin naman lingid sa
kaalaman ng marami ang pagiging mabut-
ing anak at kapatid ni Kim Chiv. Through
her hard work, naitaguyod niya ang mga
kapatid. At bagama't siya ang tumayong
breadwinner ng pamilya. hindi kailanman
niya ipinaramdam sa kanyang pamilya na
siya ang bida. Bagkus, sa kanyang social

medio, madalas niyang ibida
ang mga kapatid.

She has also remained
steadfast and strong sa mga
pinagdaanang unos making her
a poster girl of women empow-
erment. lyan ang mga nakita ng
Sisters sa kanya na ani Ms. Go ay bagay sa
kanilang brand at mga adhokasiya.

“I'm deeply honored and thankful to Me-
gasoft for trusting and believing in me as
ambassador of Sisters,” saad naman ni Kim

during her renewal signing.
“S'yempre, proud ako fo
be an ambassador of one
of the leading napkins and
pantyliners na may advoca-
cies pa to empower women.
So, excited ako for another
year of partnership with Sisters.”

Ang Sisters Napkins and Pantyliners ay
sumuporta din sa iba'tibang organisasyon
na nakatuon sa pag-aalaga sa kababaihan
sa buong Pilipinas.

0WWA and MWO0 Toronto Celebrates 2024 Migrant Workers™ Day

TORONTO - OWWA and MWO Toronto
Celebrates 2024 Migrant Workers'
Day in partnership with Mt. Zion Fil-
ipino Seventh-day Adventist Church
and Filipino Achievers Canada.

The Overseas Workers Welfare
Administration (OWWA) and Migrant
Workers Office (MWO) Toronto, led by
Welfare Officer Benny Reyes, spear-
headed a vibrant celebration of the
2024 Migrant Workers' Day on June
9,2024, in colluboration with Mt. Zion
Filipino Seventh-Day Adventist Church
and Filipino Achievers Canada and
other Filipino Community Partners,
and with the support of the Philippine |
Consulate General in Toronto.

Consul Rodney Jonas Sumague
representing Ambassador Andrelita
Austria of the Philippine Embassy in
Ottawa, and Consul General Angelica
Escalona of the Philippine Consulate
General in Toronto, extend heartfelt con-

%'

A F®  gratulations to Over-
= seas Filipino Workers
(OFWs)  for  their

unwavering  sacrifices
for their families and
their invaluable contri-
butions to nation-build-
ing.

OWWA  Administra-
tor Arnel Ignacio and
Department of Migrant
Workers (DMW) Secre-

tary Hans Leo Cacdac conveyed their well
wishes through video messages to the 150
OFWs, international students, and Filipino
nationals who actively parficipated in the
day-long activiies.

The program featured informative ses-
sions on Consular, SSS, MWO, and OWWA
programs and services, discussions on Mi-
grant Workers’ Rights ot Work, and updates
on Immigration Laws impacting migrant
workers. Additionally, the event provided
a platform for migrants to connect with
various  organizations offering tailored
programs and services to Filipino Migrant
Workers in Canada, fostering valuable net-
working opportunities. Adding a touch of
festivity to the day, musical entertainment
and exciting raffles further enriched the
celebration, creating a memorable and en-
gaging experience for all participants.

The collaborative effort between OWWA,
MWO Toronto, Mt. Zion Filipino Seventh-day
Adventist Church, Filipino Achievers Cano-

da, Filipino Community Partners, and the
Philippine Consulate General in Toronto
underscores the commitment to recognizing
and honoring the significant contributions
of migrant workers, while also providing
essential support and resources fo empower
and uplift the Filipino migrant community
in Canada.

Sharon (uneta to make teleserye
comeback via ABS-CBN show

Sharon Cuneta will be gracing TV
screens soon via a ‘soon-to-be-re-
vealed’ series under Dreamscape
Entertainment.

Sharon was greeted with a red
carpet rollout in ABS-CBN. She
was greeted by ABS-(BN execu-
tives Chief Operating Officer Cory
Vidanes, Entertainment Production
head Laurenti Dyogi and Dream-

scape Enterfainment heads Kylie Mano-
lo-Balagtas and Rondel Lindayag.

“Kaya po ako nandito kasi may bago
akong sorpresa sa inyo. | wouldn't say
there's more pressure. | would say there’s
more desire. Who wants to be anywhere else
but home?” said Sharon in a video released
by ABS-CBN.

Sharon, also known as Megastar, last had
a substantial role as one of the quest stars
in “FP)'s Ang Probinsyano,” starring Coco
Martin, in 2021.
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China infiltrating key PH sectors, says AFP

MANILA - China is infiltrating various
sectors in the country, including the aca-
deme and local government units, Armed
Forces chief of staff Gen. Romeo Brawner
Jr. said.

“They are slowly entering our country
and trying to influence various sectors,”
Brawner said.

Brawner said China is also allegedly us-
ing POGOs to gain entry.

Brawner said Beijing is reportedly do-

ing the infiltration through a “United
Front Works” strategy.

Earlier, Senator Risa Hontiveros raised
the possibility of Chinese military spies
securing Philippine citizenship through
fraudulent means.

National Intelligence Coordinating
Agency (NICA) director Ricardo de Leon
said all information are being validated,
including the possibility that POGOs

may have been China’s “Trojan horse.”

Suspended Bamban Mayor Alice Guo,
who is being linked to a POGO raided in
Tarlac, was also accused of being a Chi-
nese spy or “asset.” She has denied the
allegation, but the National Bureau of
Investigation (NBI) confirmed the may-
or and Chinese passport holder Guo Hua
Ping have the same fingerprints.

Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Rufus Ro-
driguez also called on the Department of
Foreign Affairs to be “on the lookout for
Trojan horses” after the Bureau of Immi-
gration disclosed that only one in three
Cagayan-based Chinese granted student

visas are currently enrolled in a university
in the province.

Of the 1,516 Chinese granted student
visas as endorsed by a major university in
Cagayan, only 485 are currently enrolled,
of which only 96 were attending classes,
Immigration Commissioner Norman
Tansingco said.

“Let us have a more comprehensive
and stringent vetting of Chinese visa ap-
plicants for the sake of peace and order
in the country, and our national security.
Let us be on the lookout for Trojan horses
among them,” Rodriguez said.

Binibining Pilipinas Globe 2024 Jasmin Bungay breaks Gloria Diaz “curse’

Newly-crowned ~ Binibining
Globe Jasmin Bungay is one lucky lady. »
An insider also shared that during a vis-
it to one of the pageant’s sponsors this '
year, she had won not just one, but two

luxury bags worth hundreds of thousands |

con— _

in a raffle, and later scored another -
’}1*\
test.

one when she topped the event’s
She also broke the sup- ‘\\ A

of pesos. She snagged her first purse .
question-and-answer
posed “curse”

others before her.

Pilipinas

on candidates upon bemg
asked by 1969 Miss Universe Gloria Diaz her
hard pageant questions and still won, a fate
so much different from those suffered by the

She responded:

|

SOGIESC?”

During the final round of the competition,
the first Filipino Miss Universe titlehold-
\  er posed her this question: “If you were
given 30 minutes to talk to the public,
what would you want to talk about?”
“T would like to talk
o - about the passing of the SOGIESC
2 :;(sexual orientation, gender identity
“'and expression, and sex characteris-
T 1§t1cs) Bill. Because in [this] celebra-
: % tion, such as pageants, this commu-
““nity has contributed so much. And
in this regard, we could give back to them
by supporting this cause, because as an indi-
vidual, it is our responsibility that we ensure
that everyone is treated equally despite their

]I“-J

OPM icon Geneva Cruz prays to have grandchildren

OPM icon Geneva Cruz admitted that she
wants to have grandchildren these days as she
shared her love advice with her son Heaven

Enrico Luis Victor.

“Heaven is 28. He lives in LA. He has a

wonderful girlfriend. Sa totoo lang
part of me gusto ko na magkaroon
ng apo (grandchildren). T love
babies. So sana (magkaroon na)
kapag okay na sila,” said Ge-
neva during an exclusive in-
terview at Stagecraft Studio
in Pasig City on July 6.
When asked for a piece
of love advice for Heaven, |
Geneva said: “Be patient - :
with each other. Sa akin ka51 AR
sila lumalapit kapag may mis-
understanding. So yun lang: [
patience,  understanding, |
and compassion.” ;

|
In March, Geneva / L

social media. She wrote:

\ at His perfect time.

‘wrote.

to Cristina Arespacochaga.

shared her birthday greetings to her son on

“I thank God for entrusting you to me and
giving me the opportunity to cherish and
nurture you and be your mother bear in this
lifetime. My faith in God assures me that all
my heartfelt prayers for you will be answered

“My dear son, I hope you learn to listen to
your heart, especially in rough times, as the
imind can sometimes mislead us. You re-
mind me of the good within me, and I am
proud to see how beautiful your heart is.

“Always remember to aim for a meaning-
ful and fulfilling life for you, and may you
~ continue to be an inspiration and blessing to
4 \those around you; I am so proud of you,” she

Heaven is the son of Geneva and musi-
cian Paco Arespacochaga. Both later an-
nulled their marriage. Paco is now married
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His wife also. Paco is in LA.”

vived, unlike the concert scene.

On Paco, Geneva said: We're good.

Geneva, who is also an actress, how-
ever, said she was a bit sad that the
local movie industry has not fully re-

“That’s a little sad because I also act.
Marami rin naman tayong artista who
can act. I guess ang maganda riyan is
isipin na lang natin na at least gum-
agawa na tayo ng mga pelikula at te-
leserye kesa naman sa wala.

Whg not? Xian Lim bukas sa muling pakikipagtrabaho kay Kim Chiu

WALANG nakikitang problema ang Kapuso actor
at director na si Xian Lim sakaling muli silang
magkatrabaho ng ex-girlfriend na si Kim Chiv.

Chika ni Xian, “We ended naman in good
terms. Wala naman talaga kasi siyang... Of
course, merong iyakan... We're people, tao
kami,” paghabahagi ng binata.

Baka Bet Mo: Sey ni Xian Lim ‘pag nakita ang
ex: | hope you do find happiness

Pagpapatuloy pa ni Xian, “Of course, in fime
kung bibigyan kami ng pagkakataon na magka-
trabaho ulit, why not?”

Aniya, ang mga ibinabato sa kanya ay hindi

na makontrol at marami rin ang nagsasabing kaya siya nagsasal-

ita ay dahil mayroon siyang pelikulang ipalalabas.

Kuwento ni Xian, “It's gotten out of hand na and that's just the
painful part of it. Sasabihin nila na nag-ingay si Xian because

may pelikula, no.

“We really did explain from the bottom of our hearts kung ano
talaga ang nangyari. Hindi na namin kailangan pa isa-isahin kung

other relationship.”

kanya.

getting death threats.
ing with now,” he said.

Xian.

Matatandaang December 2023 nang aminin ni Kim Chiv na
hiwalay na sila ni Xian matapos ang labingdalawang taong relas-

yon.

sino ang nagkulang because it's just like any

Sinabi rin ni Xian na hindi niya deserve ang
mga ibinabatong maling paratang laban sa

“| don’t want fo be defined by what people
are saying about me—these false headlines, o
kung ano man,” sey pa ni Xian.

“Sige, ako na po 'yung firahin nila, but not
my family. Nodadamay na rin kasi ‘yung nanay
ko pati ‘yung lola ko. They're getting personal
messages. I'm getting death threats. My mom’s

“Umabot sa ganun, that's the gravity of the situation I'm deal-

“My family doesn't deserve all the makeup lies,” chika pa ni

concert.

ABOVE, Jay-R and Kris Lawrence
¢ reads a long list of sponsors at
: heir Soul Brothers concert

RIGHT, With his curated choice
: of songs, Marcelito Pomoy
: delivers a very entertaining
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Mark Leviste “happy” for Kris Aquino amid her new love

Batangas Vice Governor Mark Leviste said
he’s “happy” for ex-girlfriend Kris Aquino
following her revelation that she’s now see-
ing someone new.

In an interview with
Ogie Diaz, the televi-
sion host revealed that
she is dating a Maka-
ti-based doctor while
ruling out any chance
of reconciliation with
the politician after their
months-long split.

“Para lang malaman lang ng tao, nagka-
labuan na magmula November,” said Kiris,
who’s been in the US since 2022 for the
treatment of her autoimmune diseases.

“Sinubukang ayusin pero may mga nala-
man ako na hindi ko gusto pero ayoko nang
magsabi pa ng more than that because part
of the reason why it didn’t work out is that
I'm at that stage in my life na mas gusto ko
nang tahimik,” she added.

Kris also said that theyre “still friendly
but at a distance.”

In a statement to The STAR, Mark con-
firmed that he and Kris have remained on
good terms, stating that he harbors no hurt
feelings towards his ex.

“As Kris said we're still ‘friendly.” Sa totoo
lang, wala naman nagbago sa akin, at wala
din naman akong sama ng loob at hihinakit
sa kanya. As a matter of fact, I am in the
States now, while Bimb is back home,” he
said in a message.

“T assured Kris, Bimb, Kris’s sisters, and
their household help in Orange County
that if there’s anything I can do for them,
I'll be there. If I am needed in any way, I

will make myself available for them imme-
diately.”

He further expressed that while he’s sad-
dened by the end of
their relationship, he is
happy for her.

“Nalulungkot man
ako sa sinapit ng aming
relasyon, maligaya na-
rin ako para sa kanya.
I have always put her
happiness before my
own, and what makes
her happy makes me very happy.

“While I was watching her interview with
Sir Ogie, I couldn’t help but feel starstruck
by her beauty. Seeing her happy brings me
solace. Likewise, I admire how Bimb carries
himself — I'm proud of him, and [ am con-
fident that he has a bright and promising
future ahead.”

Mark also expressed gratitude for their
time together.

“The reality in this world is that things
change, and I guess that’s okay. My heart
will always treasure the memories we
shared, and I will forever be grateful for our
time together. I consider myself extremely
fortunate to have been given the chance to
take care of Kiris, love her, and be loved by
her,” he said.

“Mapalad din kami ng mga anak ko na
nakasama at nakilala namin ng mahabang
panahon sina Kuya Josh at Bimb. My family
and I will continue to pray for her health,
peace, and joy. As for me, I will channel this
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love and energy into nurturing my children

and serving the people of Batangas.”

restoring her hushand’s love.
When asked about her belief in love
potions in real life, Azi commented, “I

Azi Acosta disrobes for Vivamax’s spellbinding drama

Vivamax's “sexy siren,” Azi Acosta, takes her daring
roles to new heights in the latest film Huwad,” now avail-
able for streaming on the platform known for its provoca-
tive films.

In Huwad, Azi portrays Romina, a woman who turns to

a love potion to reignite her hushand Lando’s (played by
Aerol Carmelo) waning affection after discovering his infi-

delity with Sue (Chloe Jenna).

Determined fo salvage her family, Romina seeks the aid
of a local healer who provides her with a potion aimed at

believe in love potions because,

in a universe as vast as ours, /
they wouldn't exist if there

wasn't some fruth to them.”

From left: Pola, Oriental Min-
doro Mayor Ina Alegre, Aerol Carmelo, Azi

Reynold Giba during the media conference

Chloe Jenna, Azi's co-star, offered a
contrasting view, stating, “I put more
faith in karma than love potions.”

Acosta, Chloe Jenna, and ‘Huwad’ director

Filmed entirely in Pola, Oriental Mindoro,
Huwad boasts breathtaking cinematography
that highlights the province's quaint and
charming beauty. Mayor Ina Alegre, who
also produced and starred in the film,
expressed her pride in the project.

“We've collaborated on many
films in Pola with Directors Brillante
Mendoza and Reynold Giba,” Mayor
Ina shared. “This is my second project
with Vivamax, and Huwad promises
exceptional performances from the
cast apart from showcasing the beauty
of Pola.”

PHILIPPINE CANADIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HOSTS BUSINESS FORUM IN TORONTO

by: Tony A. San Juan, 0CT.

Fully desirous and determined to move
forward, the Philippine Canadian Cham-
ber of Commerce( PCCC) after its suc-
cessful launch and introduction to the
Filipino Canadian business community
and the general public on May 16, 2024,
at the Philippine Consulate General in
Toronto, held recently one of its produc-
tive business development information
and trade promotion strategies in Ontar-
io, Canada.

With great support from its officers,
members, and other stakeholders, the
PCCC conducted its first premier event
of the year titled “Bilateral Business Syn-
ergies: Philippines and Canada Trade
Forum” on June 17, 2024, at the OTT
Financial Group Headquarters in Leslie
Street, North York, Toronto, Ontario.
The event was in celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the Bilateral Relations be-
tween Canada and the Philippines and
Filipino Heritage Month, as well.

According to the PCCC Vice-Presi-
dent, Julian Baricuatro, the Forum was
“set to be a landmark event, showcasing
the deepening economic ties between the
Philippines and Canada. It promised to
be a pivotal gathering for business lead-
ers, policymakers, and stakeholders from
both countries.” The initial presentations

featured an impressive lineup of
esteemed speakers and guests,
which explored significant themes
crucial to strengthening bilateral
trade and investment, such as 1)
Economic Partnerships and new
avenues for trade and investment
between the Philippines and Can-
ada; 2) Technology and Innova-
tion collaborative opportunities

Canadi

in tech startups and business
process outsourcing (BPO); 3)
Sustainable Development discussions on
initiatives for sustainable business prac-
tices and corporate social responsibility;
and 4) Support for SMEs by identifying
strategies to support small and medium
enterprises in both countries.

The 5-hour afternoon program, ably
hosted by Jocelyn Reyes Midghall, Mem-
ber, PCCC Organizing Committee mem-
ber, started with registration and recep-
tion of guests & attendees by the PCCC
staff, followed by the Land Acknowledge-
ment reading, pleasantries, and business
networking. PCCC Chairperson Cora
Dela Cruz set the tone, declared the fo-
rum open, graciously welcomed and
thanked the distinguished guests and
conference delegates. Philippine Consul
General in Toronto Angelica Escalona de-

¥ of Companies Founder &
President; Richard Bangyay,
Merlin Solutions President;
Carlo Calimon, Startup Vil-
lage President; and Francisco
Bernardo II, Bayan Founda-
I tion President & Chairman.

OTT Remit & Financial Di-
rector Raymond Amog and
Seafood City Store Manager

livered the keynote address, with Consul
Rodney Jonas Sumague and Cultural Of-
ficer Tey Samonte present. Jenny Racca,
a PCCC Organizing Committee member
presided over the panel interview with
Jennifer Kerr, Open Text Vice President
for Technical Support. Steve Pagao, the
PCCC President, delivered the special
acknowledgements and closing address
graciously thanking the sponsors, guest
speakers, resource persons, special guests,
hosts, and the PCCC officers and mem-
bers “for a job well done”.

Among the main speakers were Mario
Tani, Commissioner of the Philippine
Investment and Investment Centre-To-
ronto; Charlene Ferrer, the Trade Com-
missioner for ICT and creative indus-
tries; Jack Madrid, ITBAP President &
CEO; Rolando B. Victoria, ASKI Group

Melchor Salazar proudly par-
ticipated also in the Sponsor
Spotlight portions of the program.

With the rightful focus on trade and
investment as the major part of the dy-
namic discussions and collaborations, the
significant event was reasonably aimed at
“pursuing and shaping further the future
of Philippines-Canada trade relations.”
The over 100 Filipino and Non-Filipino
business persons, guests, and participants
were one in admiring and appreciating
that the gathering was a great opportuni-
ty for them to engage with key influencers
and decision-makers who are leading and
driving economic growth and innovation
in the two partner countries, the Philip-
pines and Canada. ( Tony A. San Juan,
OCT).
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Movies with sad endings can
oly be shown during the Metro
Manila Film Festival.

In the movie Rewind, the hus-
band played by Dingdong Dan-

tes dies.

Another Man Killed Again at the End!

In the next filmfest movie I watched, When I
Met You In Tokyo, the husband played by Chris-
topher de Leon dies again.

Is this a trend?

Why do they keep killing the guy in the movie?

Anyway, there were so many events in the
month of June, I ahve no time to write a society

column. They are spread all over the pages in this
newspaper.

The month of June was filled with “heritage”
events because the Federal Liberal government
seems to be throwing grants leaft and right.

Prepare for more political appearances.

Enjoy summer.

PINOY FIESTA & TRADE SHOW SA TORONTO 2024 EXCEEDED EXPECTATIONS!

PINOY FIESTA from page 1

port our local vendors.”

One of the highlights was the unfurling
of one of the biggest Philippine flags in
Canada, a legacy that Senator Tobias C.
Enverga Jr. initiated in Ottawa and a tra-
dition that we continue to this day.

The event kicked off with a Holy Mass
and was followed by an array of excit-
ing performances including traditional

numbers by the Ati-Athan drummers
and Rondalla to more modern numbers
including a Fashion Show by our very
own candidates from the Pageants with a
Cause. Several dignitaries from all levels
of government including Consul Gener-
al Angelica Escalona, Senator Asha Seth,
MPs and MPPs were in attendance to
support the event.

The day was full with non-stop enter-

Pinoy Fiesta & Tradeshow sa Toronto Organizing Committee
Celebrating over 10 years of Having fun, while helping others!

Advocate for Charity, advocate for Community!

tainment by some of the BEST of the local
talents including several dance numbers
both traditional and modern, show-stop-
ping vocal performances, a magic show
and an hourly giveaway! To cap-off the
day’s events, The Vocal Groove Collective
and A+ Dance Team took over the stage
rendering some of the biggest hits. Rain
or shine, the party went on!

Thank you to all the sponsors, vendors,
volunteers, performers and
also all of you who joined
us in celebrating the 126th
Anniversary of Philippine
Independence and Filipino
Heritage Month! We cant
wait to see you all again
next year for our 15th Year anniversary.

For the latest updates, please visit:
www.philippinecanadianfoundation.com

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook:
PINOYFIESTATORONTO | PHILIPPINECANADIANFOUNDATION

PCCF at

TASTE

of
JASIA

i Philippine  Canadian

Charitable Foundation
(PCCF), led by Rosemer
Enverga participate at

B the Taste of Asia festi- [
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Barbie Forteza gushes over compari-
sons to Kathryn Bernardo

Fans have been comparing Barbie Forteza’s romantic
comedies to Kathryn Bernardo’s. When asked about
these comparisons, Barbie just gushed about her admi-
ration for Kathryn, call-
ing her a role model.
Barbie praised
Kathryn's  exceptional
ability to manage her
career and personal
life, attributing these
qualities to Kathryn's
success and numerous |
product endorsements. |
She found it inspiring
how the actress carries |~

ored to be compared to '
f
f
=
recently starred in

herself both on and off |
the screen and felt hon- s
her.

Kathryn ~ Bernardo
Petersen Vargas' film ‘A Very Good Girl’ together with
Dolly De Leon

“For me, being compared to her is really a huge hon-
or. | really hope that we'd be given a chance to work
together on one project in the future since she is one
of the actresses | admire in our generation,” she said
during the press conference
for her upcoming film, That
Kind of Love, opposite David
Licauco.

The movie is their first
movie together after star-
ring in highly successful TV
projects like Maria Clara at
Ibarra and Maging Sino Ka
Man. They will be seen next
in the historical war drama Pulang Araw.

Asked what kind of love she has for David, Barbie
said:

“It's something that's not an overnight thing. When
we reached the level of friendship that was needed to
make the partnership work, | felt that | was the one who
guided or supported him. | experienced that when we
flew recently to Canada for our Sparkle tour.

“I really went out of my way to support him on stage
as we all know that David is still a bit shy facing a large
crowd. So, it's more of that - showing my support to
him in the best way | can so that our love team will
truly work!”

FII.IPINO (ENTRE 10 SEMINAR ==

& Wellness update.

|| the time and effort....
everybody concerned.

Good morning! Thank you @
so much for your time yes- :
terday(despite the last-min- ¢
ute notice) in listening to :
Judy McDonald’s Health :
| just ¢
_| pirated her time while she’s :
| available to update us on ¢
this breakthrough which I ¢
believe is worth sharing. :
Thanks especially to Ate :
Theresa/ Kuya Frank for
and
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VIP-TICKET OUTLETS:

STAR LIGHT OPTICIANS
TOP SILOG
RAlma Garrido~Hamilton
UDG
Unstoppable Dance
Group

SEMIFIHAHST

'LIVEIN TORONTO

SPECIAL AND FEATURED PERFORMERS:

MAJARLICA
MARIA PANALIGAN

VENUE
ROREAN
CCA

1133 LESLIE ST.
TORONTO

JOL TRIPLE ACT
STEPHEN JC

SATURDAY 6:30 PM

31

AUGUST

UNSTOPPABLE

UBG DANCE GROUP
RICHEL DANGCULOS

TICKET PRICE

$60

GEN. ADMISSION
PER PERSON

VIP TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.KAYUMANGGI.CA
FOR MORE INFORMATION/TICKETS/SPONSORSHIP: RANDYBUCAO@GMAIL.COM
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attended by family and friends.

Gerry and Bernadette’s 55th Anniversary was

Chie Filomeno happy with “low-
key” relationship with Jake Cuenca /

Chie Filomeno is “happy” with
everything that is going with her
career, love life, and family.

“Yes, (’'m happy) with every-
thing — with my career, my love
life, my family, my management,
with SkeenCare, I'm just really
happy. I'm just really happy with
all the blessings that were given
to me. You are all here, thank
you for being part of my journey
(as well),” the Kapamilya actress
said.

She and Jake Cuenca are “hap-
py’ and just “keeping things
low-key.” “We know naman he’s
already Jake Cuenca but to think
like nirerespeto niya yung gusto
kong mangyari, yung time. Of
course, I just dont want to be
Jake Cuenca’s someone or signif-
icant other. He’s very respectful
in that aspect and I'm really hap-
py”

Asked if they also talked about

the status of their relationship,

z /  ture could
' F also be shared
to other coun-

7 tries. We've seen
~ how popular BINI
is. ’'m just really hap-
py and grateful also

Chie said, “The usual kung

ano yung private life.

It’s not a secret, so I that finally, proud
must keep it pri- %, Filipino talaga
vate so that not . tayo”
too many peo- | “; Chie’s
ple will med- 9 . self-
dle.” e love
Meanwhile, - rou-
the “Cant Buy © tine s
Me Love” actress to go on

2

a date during
her downtime.
“You have to take
yourself out on a
date. So that you

is a proud “ate”
to the “nation’s girl
group” BINI that |
just mounted their
three-day concert at '

the New Frontier The- 'r’,\ i —4 it will know what you
ater. ' I. p,Vant in your
“Super nakakatuwa be- L1 -y life... or like

b =l
cause I've seen them grow
up,” she stated. “T've seen

.
the hardship that they went|f

through. They really worked :\-;_ R B B o u ot
hard for this. o K S :

“Pm like a proud ate to
them because P-pop already

has a platform and our cul-

Carmelita “Baby” Lazo visits from the Chicago to attend her
brother Gerry Santos and Bernadette’s 55th Anniversary.

nee